


ANGEL FALLS —  Novel Excerpts by Jackie 
Goldman
These excerpts are taken from my novel Angel Falls. They highlight a different facet of 
my writing—one rooted in emotional interiority, vivid sense of place, and fast-moving, 
sensory-driven action. Together, these selections showcase my range across reNective 
character work, atmospheric Yew Mork scenes, and high-intensity, cinematic moments. uy 
focbs throbghobt is on psychological textbre, lived-in detail, and momentbm shaped ’y the 
narrator$s evolving emotional landscape.

1.   The Loft Scene: Moral Awakening in 1980s New York 

Character formation, social commentary, NYC atmosphere 

I remember the srit tkme I nwea thki obuyt mp .orewti, I meowd I nkwf uc hof o lgye ahew 
I aoi o gkttge nkf owf thep vut ogg hyBp owf emborroiief ahew humegeii .eu.ge oinef cur 
lhowved eqew ahew thep aere trpkwv tu fu iumethkwv tu eorw ktd gkne ikwv ur breon fowle 
uw o .kele uc rk..ef lorfbuorf,

Syt ahew the .uur ortkiti izyottkwv kw the Wuhu gucti lreotef iwua ilyg.tyrei uwe 
akwter murwkwvd octer ow uqerwkvht bgk——orf hof bgownetef the lktp kw ieqerog ceet uc ahkte 
.uaferd mp muther tuun me cur o aogn oguwv Yeit Sruofaop tu ofmkre the cowtoitkl 
lreotkuwi’frovuwid loitgei owf eqew byiti uc comuyi .eriuwogktkei’owf .yt o fuggor bkgg 
kw eqerp luBee low owf y.tyrwef lo., Meohd thot nkwf uc voqe me o lgye byt puy nwuad I 
aoi o gkttge nkfd owf mp .orewti aere itkgg vufi tu me, Syt ogg thot lhowvei ahew puyDre o 
teewover,

I thkwn I aoi thkrteew peori ugf uw 1emurkog 9op Yeenewf kw 86xP, 1p .orewti owf I 
aognef fuawtuaw uw o beoytkcyg i.rkwv fopd the okr zyket eNle.t cur the eNlktef taktterkwv 
uc weagp emervef bkrfi owf sggef akth Wywfop brywlh imeggi uc crpkwv boluw owf tuoit, 
Ye aere heofef tu Sotterp Hornd tu be weor the bevkwwkwv uc the gkwe cur Aea MurnDi .ort 
kw Towfi Olruii Omerklo, jhepDf .okf thkrtp fuggori tu reierqe o i.ut cur eolh uc yi tu be 
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o .ort uc the hymow lhokw meowt tu i.ow the ewtkre luywtrp, jhe muwep aoi iy..uief tu 
vu tu heg. .eu.ge kw weef,

Ot Sotterp Hornd o lruaf aoi ogreofp curmkwv oguwv the ihuregkwe ahew ae orrkqef, 
1p muther .ukwtef eNlktefgp ot Munu Lwud itowfkwv -yit ceet oaop crum yid aeorkwv her 
ikvwotyre forn vgoiiei akth the .ukwtef tk.i, “kne med mowp .eu.ge aere freiief kw the 
u”lkog Towfi Olruii Omerklo jEihkrtd owf I remember tonkwv uB mp ref lorfkvowd owf 
tpkwv kt oruywf mp aokit tu ofqertkie thki colt,

jhe srit kw gkwe aoi iy..uiefgp o gkttge nkf ahu aoi gkqkwv akth her mum kw o ihegter 
ahere there aere fryv offklti owf .ruitktyteid byt uyr i.ut aoi tuu cor oaop crum there 
cur me tu iee her,

I aoi oltyoggp ceegkwv zykte emutkuwog ahewd ot three uDlgulnd ae ogg -ukwef howfi owf the 
iuwv FTowfi Olruii Omerklo– .gopef uqer o guyfi.eoner, ;qerpuwe oruywf -ukwef kwd thekr 
quklei mervkwv tu curm o reiuwowt iaegg thot mofe mp hokri rk..ge uyt .og.obgp crum mp 
ormi owf ilog., 'rum ahere ae aere itowfkwvd puy luygf iee the Wtotye uc “kbertpd owf o 
buot ihuutkwv aoter uyt kw movwkslewt cuywtokw:gkne orlhei, I begtef uyt the iuwv oguwv 
akth eqerpuwe egied ceegkwv o iyrve uc vewykwe guqe owf nkwihk. akth the ewtkre hymow role,

I aoi itkgg nkwf uc Vuotkwv uw the ahuge iugkforktp qkbe oi ae vut uw the iybaop tu vu 
y.tuaw tu meet iume comkgp crkewfi cur fkwwer, jhe ywfervruywf .gotcurm aoi lruafef 
owf hymkfd owf ieqerog trokwi lome owf aewt ywtkg uwe orrkqef thot ae luygf izyee—e uwtu 
owfd mkrolge uc mkrolgeid vut ieoti colkwv the fuur,

jhewd -yit oi the fuuri aere obuyt tu igkfe ihytd thki bgkwf vyp o..eoref kw the fuuraop, I 
vyeii he fkfwDt heor the ding-dong aorwkwv thot the fuuri aere obuyt tu lguied ur mopbe he 
svyref iumeuwe auygf .ygg hkm kwd byt wu uwe fkf, Iwiteofd the fuuri ne.t trpkwv tu ihyt 
uw hkm oi he ituuf there akth hki forn vgoiieid guunkwv y.iet owf luwcyiefd hugfkwv o ahkte 
lowe kw uwe uc hki rokief ormi ahklh aere Vokgkwv obuytd hki iaeot itokwef itroa cefuro 
bubbkwv uw hki heof, jhe beggi ne.t iuywfkwv? eolh tkme ollum.owkef bp the ewvkweer!i 
krrktotef qukleJ FHgeoie regeoie the fuuri iu ae low muqe the trokw,–

Syt eqerpuwe -yit ituuf there owf itoref, Te aoi .uur owf bgolnd owf kt aoi gkne eqerpuwe 
aoi ieekwv hkm uw j" ur iumethkwv? gkne he aoiwDt reoggp there, 'kwoggpd I peggefd FIi 
iumeuwe vukwv tu heg. thot bgkwf vypR– Ot ahklh mumewt o puywv mow ahu aoi itowfkwv 
weorbp iurt uc aune y. uyt uc hki ity.ur owf iokfd FLh…– owf .yggef hkm kw,

I guunef kwfkvwowtgp ot mp .orewtid byt thep buth guunef oaop, jhot nkwf uc fkf kt cur 
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me, I thuyvhtd ktDi wut reog, jhep fuwDt reoggp lore, Ogg the loyieid lulntokg .ortkei owf 
.ruceiief lum.oiikuw cur u..reiief mkwurktkei’kt aoi ogg cur ihua, Syt ahpR I ikvhef 
owf ihuun mp heof, It auygf ogaopi be o mpiterpd ahot .eu.ge aere vukwv cur ahew thep 
.golef themiegqei oi luitymef olturi kw the itove .gop uc thekr gkqei, 9kf thep eqew nwua 
kt aoiwDt reogR
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2. Riot Escape & Fountain Sequence: Urgency and Sensory Immersion

Shows action, pacing, tension, sensory detail, and emotional immediacy

jhe luug aoter hkttkwv mp inkw cegt gkne o sre eNtkwvykiherd gkne ow okrEluwfktkuwef kwterkur 
uw the hutteit uc fopi, I u.ewef mp epei ywferaoter owf iakihef mp heof oruywfd the 
luug bgyeweii rkwikwv mp epeboggi, Yhew I lome y. cur okrd I voi.ef owf guunef oruywf, 
Cop!i heof bubbef y. o mumewt goterd owf ae guunef ot eolh utherd muowkwv owf lrpkwv 
akth regkec, Ye fylnef owf bothef o cea mure tkmei becure lroagkwv uyt owf i.roagkwv 
uyr bufkei uwtu the vroiid  colei tyrwef y. tu the fkmmkwv inp oi uyr lheiti heoqef, Iw the 
fkitowled the .ruteit aoi itkgg oyfkbge’o fkitowt rymbged gkne the hym uc thywfer becure 
o iturm’byt cor ewuyvh oaop cur yi tu ceeg regotkqegp ioce,

CYe ihuygfw!t itop here tuu guwvdC I aorwef,
CAudC Cop iokfd byt wekther uc yi ieemef obge tu muqe,
Ykth the iyw wua fk..kwv behkwf the hurk—uwd bothkwv the muywtokw kw ihofei uc vugf 

owf urowved I cegt the rhpthmi uc mp heort igua fuaw tu ogmuit wurmogd owf mp breoth 
lume mure eqewgp,

I iokfd Cjhuie .eu.ged thep aere ilreomkwvd !Ye aowt cuuf…!C 
Cop ihuun hki heof owf izykwtef,
Cjhot!i terrkbgedC he iokf, C'uuf… Imovkwe bekwv iu hywvrp puy aewt iturmkwv thruyvh 

the itreetid ilreomkwv cur cuuf…C
I aoi zyket cur o mumewt,
CMuy nwuad ahew I aoi vruakwv y.d I aewt tu thki cowlp .rkqote ilhuug, I aoi gkne the 

.uur nkf, I vut tu vu beloyie mp mum aoi o teolher there,C
Cjhot!i vreotdC Cop iokfd obiewtgp,
I ihuun mp heof, CAu, It aoiw!t, It iylnef bekwv the .uur nkf, I ogaopi cegt kwcerkur, 

I ewqkef thekr cowlp lgutheid thekr cowlp huyieid thekr cowlp qolotkuwi, I i.ewt huyri 
kmovkwkwv ahot kt auygf be gkne tu be them, Deoggpd I aoi ubieiief,C

Cop tuun o fee. breoth, CI vet puy,C
I wuffef, CSyt’I hof cuuf,C
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CMei,C
C9u puy eqer thkwn obuyt thotR Obuyt hua uther .eu.ge hoqe ityB puy akih puy hofRC
Cop hogc goyvhef, CI i.ewt mp gkce akihkwv I aoi Wkmuw,C
CDeoggpRC
Cop wuffef, CTe aoi .erceltd puy nwuaRC
CLhd Copd I thkwn puy!re .ercelt…C
Te imkgef, CYeggd I iokf I yief tu ceeg thot aop, Syt ahew I muqef tu Aea Murn owf 

itortef aurnkwvd iumehuad I luygf iee thot kw gkttge aopi I aoi monkwv .eu.ge ho..pd gkne 
akth the akwfua fki.gopi, Wumetkmei I vu uytikfe owf .retewf tu be -yit owuther akwfua 
ihu..er, I aotlh the uther .eu.ge guunkwv ot mp fki.gopid imkgkwvd owf lummewtkwv, It!i 
gkne I voqe them o gkttge i.orn uc ho..kweiid ur hu.e, I fuw!t nwuaEC

I tuylhef hki orm, Meid kt aoi vuuf tu aurnd tu fu iumethkwv meowkwvcyg tu mone utheri 
ho..p, I vut thot ot mp -ubd tuu, It ihuygf be ewuyvh, It aoi ewuyvh cur CopE

Oi kc reofkwv mp mkwfd he iokfd CMuy ceeg gkne puy aowt mure,C
I ikvhef, C1opbe mure, 1opbe fkBerewt, I fuw!t nwua,C
CI ogaopi thuyvht puy ihuygf aurn akth teewoverid puy nwua,C
I .ru..ef mpiegc y. uw mp egbuai owf guunef ot hkm,
CYhpRC
CYeggd beloyie thot!i ahot puy fkf ahew puy aere kw Wuyth Ocrklo, jhot!i the ahuge 

reoiuw puy belome o iulkog aurner,C
I aoi zyket cur o mumewtd thkwnkwv obuyt thot,
CMuy nwuad kt!i cywwpd thuie nkfi aere iu fkBerewt crum me oi o teewover, It aoi o 

fkBerewt aurgf, I weqer thuyvht obuyt them kw termi uc hua I aoi ot thekr ove, I vyeii 
I weqer luwikferef aurnkwv akth teewoveri kw Aea Murn beloyie thuie nkfi auygf remkwf 
me uc mpiegcd owf I aoi o meii,C

C;Noltgp,C
Cjhowni,C
Cop iot y. owf guunef ot me, CAud ierkuyigpd Teother, Muy vut uqer thot, Muy lome kwtu 

puyr uawd puy nwuaR Wud puy luygf heg. uther nkfi fu the iome,C
I wuffef byt fkfw!t ceeg luwqkwlef, I thuyvht aurnkwv akth Omerklow teewoveri uw o 

fokgp boiki auygf trkvver mp HjW9,
CIt!i vettkwv forndC I iokf, CYe ihuygf vu,C
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3.  Andrea’s Confession  

Shows emotional intimacy, dialogue, character vulnerability 

Owfreo aognef tuaorfi med thymbi hktlhef oruywf the itro.i uc her boln.oln,  Fumkwv 
tu o itu. ot mp ikfed ihe imkgef owf cugguaef mp vo—e tu tone kw the km.reiikqe qkea, 

FIt aoi iu cywd rkvhtR– ihe iokfd ewthyikoitkloggp,
I vrkwwef, FIt aoi beoytkcygd– I ovreef, FO vreot ofqewtyre,–
Owfreo guunef fuaw, FI thkwn mp fof ki betterd wua,–
I guunef ot herd wut nwuakwv ahot tu iop,
Whe luwtkwyef, F9kf mp mum tegg puyR–
I ihuun mp heof,
Owfreo guunef kwtu the fkitowled her epei vgoiip byt iyre, FTe hof o vkrgcrkewf,–
FLhd I’ IDm iu iurrpd Owfreo…–
Owfreo wuffef, F1p ikiter fueiwDt nwua,–
FWheDi puywverd– I iokf, F1opbe thotDi beit,–
FLhd cur iyred– ihe ovreef em.hotkloggpd ot uwle the .kltyre uc ugferEikbgkwv motyrktp, 

FOwpaopd I thkwn ktDi unop wua,–
I guunef uqer ot CeB owf Hoygo, jhep ituuf akth thekr ormi oruywf eolh utherDi aokitid 

itorkwv ot the qkea akth luwtewtef imkgei,
F9eswktegp unop wuad– I ovreef,
Owfreo vrkwwef, Whe iokfd FMuyDre luugd puy nwua thotR–
1p cole bgo—ef hut ot the lum.gkmewt, Owfreo aoi the e.ktume uc the nkf I ewqkef ot 

ilhuugJ jhkwd .rettpd othgetkl owf akth wurmogEieemkwv .orewti,
Fjhown puy…– I iokf,
Owfreo wuffef, FMeohd I low tegg puy aere uwe uc the luug nkfi,–
I goyvhef owf ihuun mp heof, FI aoi never uwe uc the luug nkfid huweitgp,–
FMeohd aegg I meow gkne uwe uc the imort luug nkfid wut gkne the lheergeofer luug nkfi,–
I aoi zyket cur o mumewt,
Fjhown puyd Owfreo, I thkwn puy ore .rubobgp mylh imorter thow puy nwua,–
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4. Airplane Turbulence & Engine Failure

High-stakes action, sensory immersion, pacing, internal tension

Oi the .gowe gkctef uBd I vo—ef uyt mp akwfua ieot ot the relefkwv -ywvged te.ykid owf the 
rkikwv mkit uc the coggi, Ye hof beew kw the okr cur obuyt taewtp mkwytei ahewd iyffewgpd 
o thyf uw the u..uikte ikfe uc the imogg lroct mofe me ikt y.d mp heort .ymmegkwv,

FYhot aoi thotR–
jhe .gowe fk..ef kwtu o creecogg becure geqegkwv uB, “uunkwv oruywf the lobkwd I ioa the 

cru—ew colei uc hurrur uc mp ceggua .oiiewveri,
FItDi wuthkwvd wuthkwvd– CeB iokf reoiiyrkwvgpd byt hki ahkteEnwylnge vrk. uw hki ormreiti 

begkef hki logmkwv aurfi,
I vgowlef ot 1oteu kw the cruwt ruad ikttkwv kw o ikwvge ieot colkwv the lobkw owf 

.retewfkwv tu reof o movo—kwe, Te tyrwef the .ovei akth fegkberote iguaweiid byt hki cole 
aoi iaeotp owf tkwvef akth vreew, O mumewt goterd hki epei Vea u.ew oi ow olrkf byrwkwv 
imegg sggef the lobkw,

Cop owf I eNlhowvef crowtkl guuni owf .yggef uyt the gomkwotef emervewlp lorfi crum 
the ieoti kw cruwt uc yi, Ow owwuywlemewt crum the .kgut lome uqer the tkwwp guyfi.eoner, 
1oteu trowigotef,

FYe guit ow ewvkwed byt ktDi unop, Ye hoqe owuther owf ae akgg mone kt tu Foroloi,–
I vyg.ef owf vrobbef CopDi howf oi the .gowe -ovvef y. owf fuawd monkwv the inkw uw 

eqerpuweDi colei qkbrote ogmuit lumkloggpd gkne CeggEL, Hoygo izyee—ef her epei ihyt owf 
aoi mytterkwv ywfer her breoth, I thuyvht ihe myit be .ropkwv owf hu.ef iumeuwe aoi 
gkitewkwv,

Wuuw I cegt the .gowe bevkw kti feilewtd mure imuuthgp wua oi the ewvkwei aere tyrwef 
uB, I foref o guun uyt the akwfua owf ioa the rywaop gkt y. akth emervewlp qehklgei owf 
luqeref akth ahkte cuom, O Voih uc heot kw mp cureheof owf o itob kw mp obfumew mofe 
me reolh cur the .o.er borc bov crum the ieotE.ulnetd owf I .ruleefef tu mone OwfreoDi 
.ercurmowle o cea fopi eorgker ieem gkne the lhkr.kwvi uc o fegklote bkrf,

Ye .gywvef kwtu o gowfkwvd the cuom i.yrtkwv y. tu luqer the akwfuaid owf vrofyoggp 
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lome tu o cygg itu., ;qerpuwe byrit kwtu regkeqef eNlgomotkuwid hyvvkwv uwe owuther, I hegf 
uwtu Copd buth uc yi goyvhkwv owf lrpkwv,

Fjhki hoi beew the lro—keit trk. uc mp gkced– I iokf,
Fjhe beitd– he iokf, FIw iu mowp aopid the beit,–
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